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Resurrecting a Cemetery

Former gas station
site rededicated as

Freedmen’s

Cemetery.
By Mike DiCicco
CAZETTE PACKET
4 e must never forget the

strugeles of these people,
whose names; in some
_ cases, We may never
know,” the Rev. Adam Hansford of Zion
Baptist Church told a crowd of about 600
pathered at the southern end of South
Washington Street last Saturday evening.
‘He was referring to the more than 1,900
black freedmen buried near that street cor-
ner between 1864 and 1869, some 90 years
before a gas starion was built on top of the
old cemetery.

Hansford noted that most of the people
buried there had struggled to reach Alex-
andria, where they had lived in
shantytowns, enduring hardship and dis-
BASE.

*For those who gave so much,” he said,
“we give in return,”

The gas station has now been torn down,
and it was replaced, for the Saturday’s re-
dedication, with 1,906 paper-bag luminaria,
each made by an Alexandria child to com-
memorate someone known to have been
buried there:

Within the next few years, the city plans
to have a permanent memorial park con-
structed on the site.
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City Manager Jim Hartmann presents Lillie Finklea with a flame to light

the next luminary in the closing ceremony at the rededication.

“It just goes to show
what two determined old
women can do when they
sef their minds on a
mission.”
— Lillie Finklea, co-founder of
Friends of Freedmen's Cemetery

The 1906 luminaries, right,
are lit and fAicker gently as the
ceremony proceeds into the
twilight of Saturday evening.










